
 

Maymester and Summer 2008 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
 

Maymester 2008 - Module I 
May 12 - June 6 

 
POL 101K AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  
M-F 1:00-3:10 Gleason 
This course provides an overview of the political system of the United States.  It focuses on the 
constitutional foundations and major institutions of American government as well as the process dealing 
with political behavior, elections, and public policy making.   
 
POL 130K INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
M-F 1:00-3:10 Duncan 
This is an introductory course to international relations--the major emphasis of this course will be to 
acquaint students with the central concepts, themes and theories of international relations.  
 
POL 300K INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL ANALYSIS 
M-F 9:50-12:00  Waltenburg 
This course introduces the formal process of scientific political research.  We will study research 
design, statistical analysis, and the interpretation of results.  The course will center on understanding 
the problems and limits of statistical analysis.  To that end, we will place more emphasis on 
interpretation and methodological techniques than on the memorization of mathematical equations.  
There will be frequent computer-based laboratory assignments involving data analysis and 
interpretation.  There is a cumulative exam at the term's end. 



 

Summer 2008/Modules II & III 
June 9 - July 29 

July 30-Aug 1--final exams 
 
 

POL 101Y AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
Online Course Browning 
This course provides an introduction to the foundations and institutions of American politics and 
government.  Students will learn about the Constitution, federalism, public opinion, elections, parties, 
Congress, the presidency, and the courts.  Professor Browning also serves as the Director of the C-
SPAN Archives and will draw upon the extensive video collection to illustrate points throughout the 
course.   
 This class is an online course.  There are no class meetings.  Students will use Blackboard to 
access lectures, readings, quizzes.  Three proctored exams must be taken at a designated campus site.   
Office hours and contacts will be online. 
 
POL 130 INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
M-F 1:00-2:00 Thiam 
The main purpose of this course is to introduce you to the study of international politics by exposing you 
to a wide range of factors that shape global events.  I will start by introducing you to the major 
theoretical concepts of international politics such as realism, idealism, liberalism, Marxism, 
neoliberalism, neorealism, constructivism, and feminism.  We will also examine the related questions of 
war and peace, the North-South relations, and the role of international organizations, institutions and 
regimes in international politics.  Finally, we will analyze critical issues related to the questions of 
identity, ethnicity, nationalism, self-determination and the environment.  The idea behind this course is to 
equip you with the tools to think about complex issues of international politics with a superior analytical 
capability. 
   
POL 141 GOVERNMENTS OF THE WORLD 
M-F 9:50-10:50 Dabros 
This course is an introduction to the politics and government in selected foreign countries and to key 
concepts and theoretical approaches in comparative politics.  The course will introduce the basic tools 
and background needed to understand contemporary events in the world beyond the United States.  
Major themes will include democracy and democratization, economic development, ethnic conflict, 
social revolution, political institutions, and the cultural foundations of politics.  We will discuss and 
compare cases from advanced democracies, post-communist regimes, and developing countries.  
The course will combine both lecture and discussion. Course requirements include short papers and 
exams. 
 
POL 231  INTRODUCTION TO 
M-F 1:00-2:00  UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY Jengelley 
This course will examine in depth, the United States’ foreign policy from the end of World War II  to the 
present.  During the semester, we will read three books and devote class time to discussion of the 
assigned readings.  Each day, students will turn in a 250-300 word reading reflection journal.  There will 
be no lectures, nor will there be exams.  Students will write a 1250-1500-word paper due during the 5th 
week (topic will be decided early in the semester), and a final 2500-3000-word paper due on the last day 
of class.  The final paper will be a group project in which students (three or four, depending on class 
size) will work together to write a new National Security Strategy for the United States. 



 

POL 353   CURRENT POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES 
M-F 9:50-10:50  Olive 
This class, informally known as the "isms" class, covers the most important political ideologies of the 
20th century. These include the major ideologies of liberalism, conservatism, socialism as well as 
fascism, Nazism, libertarianism, feminism, environmentalism, anarchism, and fundamentalism. After 
establishing the theoretical foundations of these ideologies, the class will place them in a 
contemporary context as they relate to political parties and politics today.   The major questions being 
asked throughout the course are: What is ideology?  Why does ideology matter? How have ideologies 
played out in history? Do I have a political ideology? What ideology do Democrats and Republicans 
ascribe and  why? Have we reached the end of ideology?   
 
POL 403  FIELD EXPERIENCE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE   
 Instructor Permission Required Waltenburg 
Prerequisite: consent of instructor.  This Basic Internship course is open to students who have 
internships with organizations other than the Indiana General Assembly.  Internships may be with 
foreign, federal, state or local government offices or with campaign organizations, lobby groups, 
political parties, or nonprofit organizations.  Politically-oriented internships with business and labor 
organizations are also appropriate.  Credit is not granted for the internship alone.  Grades will be 
based on the submission of research questions and a final paper of approximately 2500 words.   
 Students need to check with Professor Waltenburg before enrolling in the course. Information on 
Internship Opportunities is maintained on the political science website:  
http://www.polsci.purdue.edu/Undergrad/internsh.html. 
 
POL 403C FIELD EXPERIENCE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE--Capstone 
 Instructor Permission Required Waltenburg 
Prerequisite: 12 hours of political science credit; at least 9 at the 300-level or above, and consent of 
instructor.  This internship fulfills the Capstone “E” requirement for the political science major. The 
Indiana general assembly legislative internship automatically qualifies for Capstone credit. Any other  
internship will qualify for Capstone credit only upon the approval of the Internship Director.  Capstone 
credit is not granted for the internship alone.  Grades will be based on the submission of research 
questions and a final paper of approximately 3500 words.  The paper must incorporate some basic 
quantitative analysis.    
 Students need to check with Professor Waltenburg before enrolling in the course.  Information 
on Internship Opportunities is maintained on the political science website:  
 http://www.polsci.purdue.edu/Undergrad/internsh.html 


