Political Science
Graduate Course Descriptions

Spring 2008
POL 520A SELECTED TOPICS: PUBLIC POLICY
MW 9:30; F 9:30 or F Lab  Models in Climate Change Science
and Policy Raymond

There are no prerequisites. The proper use of models is controversial in both science and policy
making. Nowhere is this controversy more apparent today than over the issue of climate change.
This course will provide students with a better understanding of the role of political, economic, and
scientific models in the study of climate change. Team-taught by instructors from Political
Science, and Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, the course will combine students across
disciplines to work on applying models to distinct aspects of the climate change problem. There
are no prerequisites except a desire to learn across disciplines in a hands-on, intellectually
challenging environment.

POL 520B SPECIAL TOPICS: PUBLIC POLICY

Th 7:00-9:50p Gender, Race, and Class Weldon
This class will investigate the political and theoretical basis of policymaking as it reflects and
affects relations of gender, race, and class. Policy issues examined in the class will include
welfare reform, violence against women, wage gaps, sweatshops, "affirmative action”, reparations,
reproductive rights, and political representation. Assignments will include class participation
(quality and quantity), presentations, two tests, and two papers.

POL 590 DIRECTED READING

To Be Arranged

Admission by consent of department. A reading course directed by the instructor in whose field of
specialization the content of the reading falls.

POL 605 RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS

M 6:00-8:50p Simonelli
Prerequisite: POL 501 or equivalent. This course will cover advanced topics in quantitative
methods for political science. Most of these topics are built on the basic regression model and
deal with many of the problems encountered in these models using social science data.
Requirements include problem sets, an examination, and a research paper.

POL 611 RESEARCH SEMINAR:
T 1:30-4:20 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS Clawson
Members of other departments need consent of Political Science. This research seminar focuses
on public opinion. The course has three main foci: (1) an analysis of theories, concepts, and
controversies in the study of public opinion, (2) an examination of different kinds of data and
research designs that are commonly used in the study of public opinion, and (3) the design and
execution of research projects (of publishable quality) by seminar participants using public opinion
data.

We will address a number of questions during the semester: What is the role of citizens in
a democratic society? Are citizens pliable? Do citizens organize their political thinking? Do
citizens demonstrate and endorse democratic basics? What is the relationship between citizens
and their government?



POL 623 RESEARCH SEMINAR:
W 2:30-5:20 ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY Raymond
Members of other departments need consent of Political Science. This seminar will focus on the
role of ideas, institutions and institutional change in the process of public policymaking. Although
examples will come primarily from the field of environmental policy, the theoretical questions
considered are relevant to multiple fields in political science.

POL 631A RESEARCH SEMINAR:
Th 6:00-8:50p INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Shimko
Realism

Members of other departments need consent of Political Science. In this seminar, we will examine
the philosophical origins, theoretical variations, and empirical applications of realist international
thought. The central issues/questions we will consider include: Is there a coherent realist tradition
based on common set of assumptions that all realists share? What are the critical differences that
distinguish various schools of realist thought (e.g., classical realism v. neorealism; offensive v.
defensive realism; hegemonic stability v. balance of power theory)? How has realism been applied
not only in traditional areas of war and security but also to understanding the dynamics of the
international political economy? Since this is a research seminar, participants will also be expected to
complete an empirical research paper examining some central theoretical proposition associated
with realism.

POL 640 PRO SEMINAR:
T 6:00-8:50p COMPARATIVE POLITICAL SYSTEMS Tilton

This course is an introduction to the theories, concepts, methodologies, and literature of comparative
politics. The course seeks to expose students broadly to the discipline, to spark interest in issues
and theories, and to provide tools for later research.

POL 651A RESEARCH SEMINAR: POLITICAL THEORY

W 6:00-8:50p Marx and Marxism Anderson
We will study Marx's core texts in political economy (Capital, Grundrisse), as well as some

of his political and social writings. Students will also work on individual projects to be presented in

seminar form.

POL 662 PRO SEMINAR : POLITICAL ECONOMY

Th 3:00-5:50 The Economics of Political Institutions G. Parker
This course is designed to acquaint students with the application of economic concepts and
theories to the study of political institutions. In many respects, this course is a brief, non-technical
introduction to the field of Public Choice and some of the important concepts and theories in this
area of inquiry. An emphasis is placed on reading challenging articles and books by some of the
best minds, for instance Nobel laureates, in Economics and Political Science. Almost all of the
articles referenced on this outline can be downloaded through JSTOR, or through the Journal's
website.



POL 693A INTERDISCIPLINARY SEMINAR

M 2:30-5:20 Qualitative Methods Clark
Admission by consent of instructor. This course is an introduction to the use of qualitative methods
in political science. The principal focus of this seminar will be political science research, although
we will also read some of the classics outside the political science literature. In the last decade or
so, political scientists have begun to be more self-conscious about the standards and procedures
involved in analysis of non-quantitative data, including research choices such as case selection,
research design, and data-gathering and -analyzing procedures. Studying qualitative methods
entails several distinct, but related, tasks. First, the course will cover issues of research design
using qualitative methods, drawing on recent methodological and philosophy of science debates.
Second, the course will focus on the strategies and techniques of qualitative analysis. These
include data gathering techniques such as observation (participant and non-participant),
interviewing, and archival research, as well as strategies for recording, organizing, and writing up
gualitative field data. Third, the course will discuss practical issues such as getting funded, as well
as the practical political and ethical issues that can arise in field research.

POL 693B INTERDISCIPLINARY SEMINAR

Th 3:00-5:50 Political Protest and Popular Music Targ
American Studies scholar Michael Denning has introduced the concept of a "cultural front" to
connote the fundamental interconnections between political economy, political movements, and
culture to explain the 1930s. This course will utilize the idea of the cultural front to discuss political
movements and music during three periodsin American history when mass movements
influenced United States society: the eras of progressivism/populism from 1900 to 1912; the
1930s, and the 1960s. Attention will be given to political movements and music related to class
struggles, the drive for women's equality, resistance to racism, and opposition to war. Course
materials will include extensive readings on political/social movements and exposure to the music
of political protest. Assignments will include significant seminar participation and completion of a
research paper.

POL 693C INTERDISCIPLINARY SEMINAR

W 5:00-7:50 Gender, Power, and the Powers of the "Powerless” Carroll
Hannah Arendt wrote: "It is only after one ceases to reduce public affairs to the business of
dominion that the original data in the realm of human affairs will appear, or rather, reappear, in
their authentic diversity” (On Violence, 1972). Today the concept of political power is generally
conflated with dominion, or dominance. But in the history of women's political thought, there is a
strong tradition that challenges this conception of power, encompassing efforts to analyze power
in populist terms, or in terms of autonomy, to emphasize the power of opinion, the power of
consent, collective power, the creative and revolutionary power of the masses, the power of action,
"self-power," "power to" as opposed to "power over," and "the powers of the '‘powerless'." This
tradition is by no means uniform, nor wholly consistent even within each person's writings. In this
seminar, we will focus on the diverse and changing ideas of "power" in selected political writings of
women, and how these ideas may have been related to women's activism and influence in society.



